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BEFORE THE NBBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSTON

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commissj-on, on its o\^¡n
Motion, to adminj-ster the
Universal Servj-ce Fund High-
Cost Program: Vüindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

BY THB COMMTSSION:

Application No. NUSF-99'.46

GRANTED

Entered: June 4, 2OIg

OPINION AND FTNDINGS

By Applicat j-on f il-ed March L2, 2OI9 lVindstream Nebraska
rnc., (lvindstream) seeks high-cost support from the Nebraska
universal- servíce Fund (NUSF). Notice of the application
appeared Ín The Dail Record Omaha, Nebraska and in the Omaha
Vüorld Heral-d on Þ4arch L9 , 2079. No protests or interventi-ons
h/ere filed; therefore, the commission processed this
application pursuant to its Rul-e of Modified procedure.

vüindstream seeks support in the amount of one hundred
fifty-two thousand ni-ne hundred eighty seven dol-lars ($152 ,gg1)for the construction of facilities to the western area of the
Yutan Nebraska rLEc exchange. According to Iiüindstream, this
area of the Yutan Exchange is onJ-y abre to receive around
4Mbps/1ubps speeds or better depending on loop length from the
equipment. This project intends to address these customers with
exceptionally long loop lengths'and are therefore unserved with
broadband and others along the route by placing equipment at
two sites and one remote base station approximately 2.2 mil-es
west of the Yutan central office. The network upgrades wil_l
enable a network capable of a minimum of 10 Mbps downl_oad but
the majority of customers wil-l have speeds of 25 mbps and up to
100 Mbps available.

vüindstream projects the total deployment cost for the
project is $200,'795 and is seeking NUSF support in the amount
of $152,981. The difference between the total project costs and
the requested funding is because windst.ream is not seeking
funding in the areas funded by the FCC's Connect America Fund
Phase 2 program. windstream is requesting that the funding for
this project be applied against the remaining 201,j funds
allotted to Windstream
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vüindstream estimates the project wil-t be completed within
180 days of apprication approval. rf the project is approved,
lvindstream will commit to providing broadband service to al-l
households ín the project area for a minimum of five years.

The Commisslon staff conducted an analysis of the census
blocks submitted and compared the information against the
Connect America Fund Phase fI eJ-igible areas. The Commission
staff also reviewed the census block information and compared
it to its wirel-ine Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCC Form
l'7'7 rlan] nr¡man1- ¡{=l-r an] 1^^È^¡ l^., +L^ ñõõ Li ^----- r r -- ñr- -vvy¿vJ¡rrv¡¡Ç squq evarçuLsLr py Lrrg f u\- IJI_dIrIIudJ_J_y. Ifìe
commission finds support should be granted in the amount of
$152,987 as requested by Vüindstream.

Requests for Reimbursement:

vüindstream must first make the investment and then may
file a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
Vüindstream does not need to complete the construction pïocess
prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work with the
NUSF Deoartment to darzol nn i n1. orr¡r'l c :{- r^rl-ri ¡l-r raiml-','rô^ñ^ñ{-vv¡rrv¡¡ !v¿trrvu!ÐçMçItL uqll

be sought. The NUSF Department wil-l reimburse Windstream for
capital i-mprovement costs made rel-ative to and as incl-uded in
the applicati-on filed by the company for the projects approved
in this Order. Once the investment is made, Vüindstream shall
file a request for support, provide the NUSF Department with
documentatj-on consistent with Department policy and shall_
certify to the Department that it had made the described
investment for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of
facilities and services in the described rurar areas.

Reporting Requirements:

hlindstream shall file, on an annual basis, consistent with
federally designated eligible tel-ecommunj-cations carriers
(ETCs), the information required by the commission's
Tel-ecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs and the investment
information required by the commission's order in Docket NUSF-
66. The report should make clear to the commissj-on that
Vüindstream wil-l not request reimbursement for equipment where
grant money hras also received f rom another Source. t¡rlindstream
shall fil-e its annual report on or before June 1 of each year.

rn addition, the Applicant shall- be required to complete
the approved projects within two (2) years from the date of
this order unl-ess' good cause is shown for a l-ater compJ_etion
date.
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" Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband avail-ability data and
updates that j-nformation on .at least an annual basis. As a
condition of this support, Vüindstream must report broadband
avail-ability to the Commission upon request. Vüindstream must
also confirm that it will not seek duplicative support through
the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

fT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Publ-ic Service
Commission that the above-captioned application submitted by
Vùindstream be and it is hereby granted as described herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERBD that lrh-ndstream shall be subject to
al-l terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

, ENTERED AND MADB EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 4th
day of June, 2O!9.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

COMMISSONERS CONCURRING : ru¿^t

ATTEST

Executive Dírector
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